Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 30 JUN 2005 


Message Text 


LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

PAGE 01 GENEVA 04069 261900Z 

41 

ACTION EB- 11 

INFO OCT-01 EUR-25 IO-14 ISO-OO AGR-20 CEA-02 CIAE-00 

COME-OO DODE-OO FRB-02 H-03 INR-10 INT-08 L-03 LAB-06 

NSAE-00 NSC-07 PA-04 RSC-01 AID-20 CIEP-02 SS-20 

STR-08 TAR-02 TRSE-00 USIA-15 PRS-01 SP-03 FEAE-00 

OMB-01 SWF-02 DRC-01 AF-10 ARA-16 EA-11 NEA-14 /243 W 

039259 

P R 261450Z JU 74 
FM USMISSION GENEVA 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC PRIORITY 6697 
INFO AMEMBASSY MADRID 
USMISSION EC BRUSSELS 
USMISSION OECD PARIS 


LIMITED OFFICIAL USE GENEVA 4069 

E.O. 11652: N/A 

TAGS: GATT, ETRD, SP, EFIN 

SUBJECT: SPAIN HINT OF POSSIBLE BOP RESTRICTIONS 

1. ON JUNE 25 SPAIN MADE STATEMENT IN GATT COMMITTEE 
ON TRADE AND DEVELOPMENT (CTD) HINTING POSSIBLE NEW 
RESTRICTIONS ON IMPORTS OR PAYMENTS. SPANISH REP, 

AFTER REFERRING TO DETERIORATING BOP SITUATIO, SAID 
SPAIN "MAY HAVE TO TAKE MEASURES IN NOT TOO DISTANT 
FUTURE" AND CONTINUED "MANY DOORS HAVE BEEN CLOSED" 
(PRESUMABLY REFERRING TO ITALIAN AND OTHER IMPORT 
RESTRICTIONS) AND "THERE SHOULD BE NO SURPRISE AT WHAT 
SPAIN MAY HAVE TO DO." COMMENTS WERE MADE IN CONTEXT 
OF CTD'S REVIEW OF DEVELOPMENTS IN INTERNATIONAL TRADE 
AND AFTER SEVERAL LDCS HAD COMPLAINED OF RECENT MEASURES 
IN DCS HAVING EFFECT OF LIMITING LDC EXPORTS. 

(SPAIN OF COURSE HAS LONG SOUGHT LDC MANTLE.) 
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2. WE DECIDED NOT TO COMMENT, FEARING THAT TO DO 
SO MIGHT SEEM TO ADD WEIGHT TO SPANISH INTERVENTION. 
WE OF COURSE DO NOT KNOW WHETHER INTERVENTION WAS 
MADE UNDER INSTRUCTIONS OR WAS PURELY SPUR OF THE 
MOMENT IDEA OF LOCAL REP, BUT TONE WAS SUCH AS TO 
SUGGEST BUILDING RECORD FOR ACTIONS WHICH MAY BE 
AHEAD. DEPARTMENT MAY WISH TO CONSIDER INQUIRY IN 
MADRID AS TO SIGNIFICANCE OF COMMENT. ABRAMS 
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